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which our instinctive feelings tend to banish to a region
so remote as hardly to be realized at all.

So much with respect to. errors in the localizing
of future events.

In the second place,, a habit of imagining a future
event or group of events will give play to those
forces which tend to transform a mental image. In
other words, the habitual indulgence of a certain
anticipation tends to an illusory view, not only of the
" when ? " but also of the " how ? " of the future event.
These transformations, due to subtle processes of
emotion and intellect, and reflecting the present habits
of these, exactly resemble those by which a remem-
bered event becomes gradually transformed. Thus, we
carry on our present habits of thought and feeling into
the remote future, foolishly imagining that at a distant
period of life, or in greatly altered circumstances, we
shall desire and aim at the same things as now in our
existing circumstances. In close connection witJb. this
forward projection of our present selves, there betrays
itself a tendency to look on future events as answer-
ing to our present desires, and aspirations. In this
way, we are wont to soften, beautify, and idealize the
future, marking it off from the hard matter-of-fact
present.

The less like the future experience to our past expe-
rience, or the more remote the time anticipated, the
greater the scope for such imaginative transformation.
And from this stage of fanciful transformation of a
future reality to the complete imaginative creation of
such a reality, the step is but a small one. Here we
reach the full development of illusory expectation,